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COMMANDER ARMSTRONG IN LUNAR MODULE SIMULATOR 

THE MONTH BEFORE LAUNCH 

APOLLO 11 LUNAR MODULE TIMELINE BOOK.  

[HOUSTON]: MANNED SPACECRAFT CENTER, FLIGHT 

PLANNING BRANCH, JUNE 19-JULY 12, 1969. 

FLOWN ABOARD THE LM EAGLE AND ANNOTATED BY NEIL 

ARMSTRONG AND BUZZ ALDRIN AS THEY LANDED ON THE 

MOON. 

ESTIMATE: $7,000,000-9,000,000 

GLOBAL TOUR TO HONG KONG, BEIJING AND SEATTLE 

INCLUDES THE FIRST WRITING BY A HUMAN ON ANOTHER CELESTIAL BODY 

New York – Christie’s is thrilled to announce the auction of The Apollo 11 Lunar Module Timeline Book fifty 

years after the historic space mission (estimate: $7-9 million). The Timeline Book is the most important manual 

used to accomplish the national goal of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to earth. The 

Timeline Book will be the star lot offered within the auction, One Giant Leap: Celebrating Space Exploration 

50 Years after Apollo 11 on July 18 which will include over 150 lots of space history artefacts. The book will be 

unveiled in New York during 20th Century Week from May 3-17. The global tour will then include visits to Hong 

Kong from May 24 -27, Beijing from June 13-16 and Seattle towards the end of June. The Timeline Book will be 

back in New York for the public viewing from July 11-17 ahead of the auction and 50th anniversary of the moon 

landing. 

The Timeline Book narrates the entire Eagle voyage from inspection, undocking, lunar surface descent, stay, 

and ascent, to the rendezvous with the command module Columbia in lunar orbit. The book was flown aboard 

the Eagle and was located precisely between Commander Armstrong and Lunar Module Pilot Aldrin as they 



made the historic landing, amidst alarms ringing and with only about 25 seconds of fuel remaining at landing. It 

includes the Eagle’s coordinates in the Sea of Tranquility that were written by Aldrin within moments of landing, 

being the first writing by a human being on another celestial body. Additionally, there are nearly 150 completion 

checkmarks and other annotations and made in real-time by Aldrin and Armstrong. 

Christina Geiger, Head of Books & Manuscripts, comments “over 400,000 Americans were employed by NASA 

and its contractors to make this mission possible. An estimated 600 million people around the world watched the 

landing on television. However, during Eagle’s voyage itself, Armstrong and Aldrin were profoundly alone. There 

is no video recording of them and only imperfect audio recording. This book is a unique witness to the first 

manned lunar landing, arguably the most glorious adventure of all time. We are overjoyed to be given the 

opportunity to offer this global treasure at auction.” 

  

Detail of the landing coordinates, the first writing on the Moon Detail showing technical revisions handwritten at Kennedy Space 

Center a mere four days before launch 
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in 2018 that totalled £5.3 billion / $7 billion. Christie’s is a name 
and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 
Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, 
Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, 
Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 
of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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